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AE 12: Explaining models of student debt

Discussion questions
1. Which features contribute the most to the random forest prediction for Cornell Univer�

sity? Which features contribute the least?

2. Interpret the Shapley values for the schools below. How do the predictions compare?
Which features contribute the most to the predictions? How do the contributions differ
between schools?

• Harvard University

• James Madison University
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3. Which features are most/least important for predicting student debt? How does the
model choice influence the relative importance of features?

4. How does the average faculty salary influence the predictions of the debt models?
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